
Thursday 27th September 2020 

Re: Back to school information 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope that you have all had a restful summer and are refreshed and set for a new year at The Flitch Green 
Academy. We are writing to share the final arrangements for September, the majority of which were shared 
with you at the end of the summer term. Any updated information has been highlighted at the bottom of this 
letter.  

In order to minimise the risk within our school community: 

Hygiene and cleaning:  
• Children will continue to be asked to wash their hands on entry to school and at regular points throughout 

the day.  
• Touch points will be regularly cleaned throughout the day by staff and cleaning staff. 
• Soft furnishings have been removed from classrooms to allow for resources to be cleaned more regularly.  
• Bubbles will not be allowed to share equipment unless it has been cleaned meticulously or left for 48 hours 

between use (72 hours for plastic).  

Bubble arrangements:  

The government guidance has increased the bubble size to either a class or year group size. The idea behind 
these bubbles is to keep them apart from the rest of the school as much as possible and avoid the mixing of 
bubbles. 

Pluto and Mercury (Reception bubble)  
Venus and Saturn (Year 1 bubble)  
Jupiter (Year 2 bubble)  
Neptune (Year 2/3 bubble) 
Mars (Year 3 bubble)  
Moon (Year 4 bubble)  
Earth (Year 5 bubble)  
Sun and Comet (Year 6 bubble)  

Where classes have joined together, this has been in order to maintain educational provision across these year 
groups and ensure that these bubbles can remain as consistent as possible throughout the school day.  

Social distancing expectations:  
The guidance now states that adults are allowed to move between bubbles but that they will be required to 
keep 2 metres distance from the children. Within their bubble, children will not be required to socially distance 
but this will be encouraged by staff. The classrooms from Year 2 - Year 6 will be arranged with desks facing 



forward to reduce the risk of face to face interaction. There will be two children sitting at a table and children 
will still have their own set of resources on their desks. In Reception and Year 1, the classrooms will be set up 
slightly differently to enable children to access different provision areas around the classroom. The number of 
children at different zones will be reduced and closely monitored with regular hand washing continuing 
throughout the day.  

We will continue to have a one way system set up throughout the school but movement will be kept to a minimum 
and children will not be required to visit any communal areas. Each class will have an allocated toilet to ensure 
there is no mixing of bubbles within the cloakroom and only one child will be allowed in the toilet area at a time.  

Test and trace: 
We continue to ask that if your child has developed any COVID-19 symptoms then you do not send them into 
school. Following your child experiencing symptoms, they will need to self isolate and book a coronavirus test. 
Please inform us immediately of any symptoms and outcomes of any tests.  

If you are isolating at home then please follow the Stay at Home guidance:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

We ask you to be aware that providing children with medication such as calpol, can mask symptoms such as a 
temperature. If you could please inform your child’s teacher if you have given your child any such medication.  

We require all staff and parents engage in the Test and Trace service, if you are contacted by this service 
please follow their advice and contact the school to inform us that you have been contacted.  

Lunch time and break time 
• These will continue to be staggered to ensure that we can reduce the amount of contact bubbles are having 

throughout the day.  
• Children will continue to eat their lunches within their classrooms and will be supervised by teaching staff.  
• Once outside, each bubble will be allocated a section of outside space to play within. They will not be allowed 

to play inside other sections and mix with other bubbles. Each bubble will be provided with a selection of play 
equipment that they can use within their bubble. This equipment can be shared between the children within 
their bubble.  

• The outside play equipment will continue to be sectioned off 
• Children will be allowed to bring in their own packed lunch.  
• The kitchen will provide a packed lunch option for children who have booked a lunch. Once the logistics of 

lunch time have been experienced with the whole school back, we hope to provide a hot lunch option.  

What will children need to bring/wear?  
• Children will be expected to wear school uniform as normal. The usual expectations will resume in September 

- please visit our uniform list on the school website to check your child has the correct items.  
• Bags will be allowed in school, however, please ensure items in bags are limited. Children only require a named 

water bottle, lunch box, hat and coat. 
• In September, children will be allowed to take reading books home. These will be provided to children within 

the first couple of weeks of term.  
• Please provide your child with a healthy snack each day for break time.  
• No toys or footballs to be brought into school.  
• No pencil cases. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


Attendance:  
Attendance is compulsory from September. We understand that some children may find returning to school 
challenging and will require additional support. Please contact the school prior to your child starting to inform 
us if this is the case, so that we can put additional measures in place to support your child.  
If your child is not attending school, you will be required to contact the school to let us know the reason they 
are not attending.  

Access to the school:  
• If you require anything from the school office, please call or email in advance.  
• The main office will always be occupied throughout the school day so please ring or email with any queries 

you may have.  
• We politely ask that parents do not come into the main office, unless invited by a member of staff. If you 

are invited in, you will be required to wear a mask.  

Key updates: 

Staggered drop off and collections:  

As an extra precaution to aid social distancing, we have opened the service gate (left of the main gate) as an 
additional drop off and collection point for parents. Where there is less space, we have added ‘In’ and ‘Out’ 
markings to encourage a one way approach for drop off and collections. We do ask that you exercise caution and 
support our whole school community by socially distancing wherever possible. 

*Please note that Pluto and Mercury drop off and collection times will be different until the 18th September. 

Once you have dropped/collected your child at their assigned gate, we kindly ask that you leave immediately and 
do not linger so that the next set of parents can arrive. Please arrive at the correct time to ensure there is no 
mixing of bubbles. If, for any reason, you are late for your drop off time, you will be asked to wait until your 
child can enter the academy at an appropriate time, without mixing bubbles. 

We understand that some children may feel anxious about coming back to school. Your child will need to come in 
independently but we will support you in offering verbal encouragement to your child as much as possible.  

Service Gate Main Playground Gate Car Park Gate

Class Arrive Leave Class Arrive Leave Class Arrive Leave

VENUS 08:30 - 08:40 14:50 - 15:00 SATURN 08:30 - 08:40 14:50 - 15:00 COMET 08:30 - 08:40 14:50 - 15:00

EARTH 08:40 - 08:50 15:00 - 15:10 JUPITER 08:50 - 09:00 15:10 - 15:20 SUN 08:30 - 08:40 14:50 - 15:00

MOON 08:50 - 09:00 15:10 - 15:20 PLUTO 09:10 - 09:20 15:25 -15:35 MARS 08:40 - 08:50 15:00 - 15:10

MERCURY 09:10 - 09:20 15:25 -15:35 NEPTUNE 08:50 - 09:00 15:10 - 15:20



We do appreciate that many children will have siblings that will have different drop off and collection times. 
This is unavoidable and we just ask that you exercise caution and encourage social distancing wherever possible 
while you are waiting. A member of staff will be on each gate to support you with this, should you need it.  

• Only one parent to drop off and collect please.  

PE Days and Kit 

We will have very limited access to changing facilities for PE lessons, and where possible these lessons will take 
place outside whenever the weather allows. For the time being, on the day when your child has PE, they must 
come to school in their PE kit and wear it for the full day. Please do not bring any PE bags to school. 

PE lessons will commence the second week back (Monday 7th September). 

Year 1 (Venus and Saturn) - Thursday 

Year 2 (Jupiter) - Tuesday 

Year 2/3 (Neptune) - Wednesday 

Year 3  (Mars) - Thursday 

Year 4 (Moon) - Wednesday and Friday (two shorter slots) 

Year 5 (Earth) - Friday 

Year 6 (Sun) - A session on Wednesday 9th September, followed by a regular slot on Mondays  

Year 6 (Comet) - Friday  

Face Coverings 

Current government advice is that it is still not recommended for primary aged children to wear a face covering 
in school as other control measures are in place to mitigate the risk of Covid-19. ‘They are not required as 
pupils and staff are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of 
transmission. There may also be negative effects on communication and thus education.’ 

We will continue to monitor government guidance and if the situation changes, we will update you accordingly. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education 

Curriculum expectations: 
During the first few weeks of term, Teachers will capture what pupils have learned through on-site education, 
the remote learning offer, and what has been achieved at home. We understand that some pupils will have gone 
beyond expectations because of the activities they have carried out at home and there will be some pupils who 
have struggled to complete any work. Our curriculum will focus strongly on wellbeing and all classes will be 
concentrating on settling back into school life during this period of time. We will continue to provide a broad 
and balanced curriculum through our experiences, whilst ensuring that curriculum gaps in core subject areas are 
prioritised. 

Finally, please don’t worry if you forget something. We are implementing many changes and are aware that some 
things may be forgotten. Just remember that most things can be resolved quickly.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education


Thank you for your continued support and working with us during this difficult time. We look forward to 
welcoming you all back on Wednesday 2nd September. If you have any questions or concerns, please email the 
school admin team. 

Kind Regards, 

Sarah Evans                                 Emma Hodgkinson    Richard Barrett 
Acting Principal     Acting Vice-Principal                                     Chair of Governors 

  
  


